From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Apr 8 20:05:05 1995 

Date: Sat, 8 Apr 1995 17:20:06 -0500 

Message-Id: <9504082203 .AAQ00896@uvs1.orl.mmc.com> 

From: padgett@tccslr.dnet.mmc.com (A. Padgett Peterson, P.E. Information Security) 
Subject: RE: Another tube question 


NOS (New Old Stock) means literally that. "Old Stock" refers to parts/ 

part numbers that were manufactured by the OEM (Original Equipment 
Manufacturer) but have been obsoleted or discontinued by the factory & does 
not have anything to do with age. A 1L6 brandmarked "Zenith" but manufactured 
by RCA would be NOS for a TransOceanic. 


NORS (New Old Replacement Stock) means something that was manufactured 
exactly like the original (take "exactly" with a grain of salt"). Service 
aftermarket replacements are referred to as NORS. That same 1L6 marked "RCA" 
would be NORS for a T/O & but might be NOS for a RCA set. Some people become 
fanatical on markings, date codes, and fonts 


NIB (New In Box) has meaning only if you collect original boxes. Often this 
means a new sealed box that the owner does not want to open since some of 
the supposed collector value may derive from the box being sealed/there. 


Warmly, 
Padgett 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Apr 9 01:32:05 1995 

Date: Sat, 8 Apr 1995 21:59:29 -0500 

Message-Id: <950409025529_72227.1640_EHM112-1@CompuServe. COM> 
From: "David L. Stinson AB5S/7" <72227.1640@compuserve. com> 
Subject: BEWARE OF MARKET TIMING 


Padgett warmly said: 
"....I would not worry until that first point, 
prices equalling what they sold for new, 
is reached...." 


Padgett's comments are excellent and show 

an understanding of the processies involved in 
collectables speculative mania. However-- 
they apply to markets with a large number of 
interested buyers. Moreover, attempting to 
"time" a market is an invitation to calamity. 


BAs are not 57 Chevys or guns. In comparison, 
the BA market is xtiny*x to vanishingly small. 
For example, there are unlikely to be many 
"shows," because it's not profitable to put on 
a show for 100-200 attendies. 


In a small market mania, all stages happen much faster. 

It took several years for the 57 Chevy market to peak 

(about the time those who were 18-20 during 1957 

finished buying the old hulks), and the subsequent 

price collapse took some time to happen. The price 

collapse in Collins equipment and other BAs is likely 

to be sudden and brutal. Japanese money and interest 

will hold the market up only so long. Those who bought 

AKs at $1200, Van Goghs at $54 million (Japanese money) 

and KW-1s at $5k are unlikely to ever regain their "investment." 


The Collins market price drives the rest of the BA 
market. Collins gear is selling today because 
people who wanted it when they were 19 finally 

have some disposable income. How many of them are 
there in comparison to people who wanted a 57 Chevy? 


Buy the BAs you love, but put your investment dollars in 
stocks, bonds, gold and real estate. 


Dave Stinson AB5S/7 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Apr 9 02:15:02 1995 
Date: Sat, 8 Apr 1995 23:30:26 -0500 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9504082142 .A11591-0100000@netcom18> 
From: paul Veltman <veltman@netcom. com> 

Subject: Re: BEWARE OF MARKET TIMING 


Actually, I like the '58 Chevy Impala better. I couldn't afford one of 
them either. 

I think you're right. One of the reasons that I buy some of this gear is 
because all I could afford to do 30 years ago is drool over it. 


73 


Paul WA60kKQ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Apr 8 12:28:10 1995 

Date: Sat, 8 Apr 1995 09:24:33 -0500 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9504080019.A18153-0100000-0100000@ozarks> 
From: "C. Frank Gilmore" <fgilmore@ozarks.sgcl.lib.mo.us> 
Subject: Re: Book on Communications Receivers 1932-1981 


On Fri, 7 Apr 1995, Thomas Clarke wrote: 
I just picked up the Moore book and like it a lot. 


I found out that the triode mixer front-end reciver I was asking 
about a while back was the Mosley (forget number) made from 


1960-61. It had 5 6AW8s and covered the bands using a fixed HFO 
double conversion with 740 kHz bands. 


VVVV VV VV 


They were still being distributed somewhat later than '61. I stocked and 
sold them as late as '64. 


Amazing receiver really. If just a bit more money had been put into 
making them look more like a Drake, for example, I think they would have 
been a real hit. 


Once I could get a customer to actually sit down and tune one for a while 
it sold itself. 


Wish I had kept one around....sold my last new in the box left over in 
"72. 


Model was CM-1 btw. I took one to a DX club meeting one night and once I 
could get the roars of laughter settled down and tuned around 20 CW ona 
modest hunk of wire the crowd suddenly got interested! Hot little fellow. 


de KOJPJ ex-W5PVX ...-.- 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Apr 8 12:37:34 1995 
Date: Sat, 8 Apr 1995 09:49:29 -0500 

Message-Id: <199504081449.KAA19123@altair.cs.unc.edu> 
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu> 

Subject: Firebottles on TV 


OK, what kind of tube was Newt holding up in his 100 days talk Friday 
night? Didn't even look like an octal to me. More like a type 80 
rectifier or something. Any guesses ?? 


And I realize the Feds move slow, but I find it hard to believe they 
haven't even made it to octals, much less 7/9 pin miniature tubes for 


the FAA computers yet !! 


Nick KDACPL 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Apr 8 17:05:16 1995 
Date: Sat, 8 Apr 1995 14:05:50 -0500 

Message-Id: <199504081905 .0AA29132@zoom.bga.com> 

From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@bga.com> 

Subject: Re: Firebottles on TV 


As Nick England said 


OK, what kind of tube was Newt holding up in his 100 days talk Friday 
night? Didn't even look like an octal to me. More like a type 80 
rectifier or something. Any guesses ?? 


And I realize the Feds move slow, but I find it hard to believe they 
haven't even made it to octals, much less 7/9 pin miniature tubes for 
the FAA computers yet !! 


VV VVVV VV VV 


I feel wounded at this talk about the FAA's tube computers. The first 
Enroute system display computers were built under a contract that was 
let January 31, 1967. They are built around 74H TTL, which was being 
developed for the purpose (no DTL, no RTL, all TTL). The one place that 
discretes were used was in the 7.5 Mhz clock 
"transmitter"---essentially a 20 meter crystal-controlled exciter, 
feeding a network of coaxial cables to TTL clock receivers on the 
equipment. This was all transistor---no toobs, except for the CRT's in 
the displays. 


A few features: 

1 Parallel and distributed processing. 

2. Fault-tolerant automatic failover in a dual-threaded setup. 
3. Uninterruptible power system. 

4 2048 x 2048 graphics display on 23" crt's. 

5 Trackball "point-and-click" pointering to display elements. 


The radar data processing computers were IBM machines named "9020" with 
various dash numbers. The original was a modified 7094, as I recall, 
but what went into the Enroute centers were 360/50 machines with 
special microcode. The 9020's had UPS as well, but no built-in fault 
tolerant detection and failover setup. 


The display computers (commonly called "CDC" for "Computer Display 
Channel" and "730" for the model number of the main CPU) were designed 
and built by Raytheon Co. Equipment Division, and delivered to the FAA 
between 1970 and 1972. I was involved with the CDC program from 1968 
to 1973. The ARTS-III terminal display setups used similar technology, 
but with less sophistication. These were built by Sperry, as I recall. 


The toob stuff that's being complained about now is in the radar sets. 
In the 1970 era, these were the same radars that had been used for the 
earlier "Brite" displays (PPI displays with scan conversion). Also a 

Raytheon design, dating from the 1950's. Griping about these is like 

griping about the 1935 DC-3's uncanny ability to work for a living for 
the next 60 years. 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Hank van Cleef vancleef@bga.com vancleef@tmn.com 
KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KAKA KKK KEKE KK IK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Apr 8 17:34:58 1995 
Date: Sat, 8 Apr 1995 14:26:53 -0500 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9504081246.A3015-0100000@netcom3> 
From: "Hal R. Waite" <halwaite@netcom.com> 

Subject: Negative Comments on Dayton 


Let's see if I'm the only oddball in this bunch who thinks that Dayton is 
largely a waste of time for boatanchor searchers. I was so disgusted 
with the gear available in Dayton in 1991 and 1992 that I have not 
returned. Despite the expense of the swap tables there, the old junk 
offered for sale was probably not worth the entry fee. 


The few pieces of gear offered in the boatanchor catagory were either 
in terrible cosmetic shape or, if in reasonable condition, overpriced. 
We picked up a Drake L4B in 1992 and that was it. Older components were 
not available; I have a better supply in my garage. 


The weather in April is impossible but I see that the powers that be have 
finally moved the next Hamvention into May. Took them long enough. 


During my wanderings to pick up gear I have determined that direct 
purchase is by far the best way for any major piece of gear. What the 
ham can't sell to his friends or by advertisement he takes to the hamfest 
and hopes for a big score. The comments in this listserver on last 
year's Dayton doings showed me that I had missed nothing. 


I believe that the best hamfests that I frequent are: 

Flagstaff, Arizona 

Hosstrader's at Rochester, New Hampshire 
The latter was at Deerfield before the locals got fed up with the all 
the late night ham drinking festivities. 


I am particular about condition and the worst condition pieces that I 


have ever seen have been at Dayton. It is not difficult to repair 
electrical difficulties but a butchered case or more particularily a 
front panel is a major task. 


Let's see if I am alone in my opinion of Dayton. Thanks. 
Hal KAGFI/7 in Las Vegas. halwaite@netcom.com 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Apr 8 17:55:56 1995 
Date: Sat, 8 Apr 1995 15:26:37 -0500 

Message-Id: <F48F2446.F48F2456@mail.admin.wisc.edu> 

From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu 

Subject: Newt's Firebottle 

to: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Re. the tube that the Gingrinch was holding; 

That puppy was a voltage regulator tube, probably a VR-150. 
I thought it was rather funny that he refered to the "computing power" of tubes 


while holding this example; a VR tube makes a lousy flip-flop! 


Mr. T. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Apr 8 19:25:30 1995 
Date: Sat, 8 Apr 1995 16:39:54 -0500 

Message-Id: <F48G3716.F48G3728@mail.admin.wisc.edu> 
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu 

Subject: Re. THE COLLECTABLES TRAP 


to: boatanchors@theporch.com 
Hello Dave. 


Well, if you're putting on the fireproof flak suit, I'd better do the same 
because I agree with you 100% ! 


It seems that EVERY hobby eventually attracts a bunch of speculators who are 
all ready to show us the most negative sides of Capitalism; I'm surprised it 
took so long for them to show up in ham radio. Hot on thier heels come the guys 


who see the fire and smoke generated by the Greedheads, and decide that there's 
a new "investment" market here. 


In this case the situation seems to be made worse by folks in a certain 
Asian nation I won't name, whom circumstances have blessed with indecent 
amounts of money, but no traditional way to spend it (such as land) at home. 
That situation is a prime example of the statement that "investments" in old 
whatzits are at the mercy of fad and fashion; these rising sons and daughters 
have created a small, artificial domestic market for Collins radios, 1957 
Chevys, art, and Gawd knows what else, that has thrown reality to the four 
winds. When the rest of the world looks at the insane values that this fad 
based system places on gear, everybody's common sense goes out to lunch, and 
prices skyrocket. 


At the same time tho, Americans don't need to look elsewhere for examples 
of economic insanity based on collectables; we have prime examples of the same 
kind of craziness that are strictly home grown. Ironicly, the best one I can 
think of COULDN'T happen in that Asian country, because possession of the com- 
modity involved is illegal for the vast majority of citizens. 


You wanna see voodoo economics? Go to a gun show. 


It's like stepping through an economic Alice's looking glass. EVERYTHING 
gains in value with the passage of time; depreciation doesn't exist. 


EVERYTHING has historical value. If Jesse James had carried the number of 
revolvers that the gun show circuit claims he owned, his horse would have had 
to wear a truss! 


Here's a little crystal balling to consider. 


The recent loss of U.S. Coast Guard CW operations has brought telegraphy to 
the forefront in the public mind. Key collecting prices have been getting down- 
right depressing the last few years; at Dayton this year, expect them to go 
totally insane. Hopefully, it will be a short term trend, generated by all the 
publicity. A similar thing happens on the gun show circuit every time new anti- 
gun legislation is threatened; one year, I saw imported semiauto AK-47 copies 
go from $250 one week, to $1200 the next, and a few suckers WERE BUYING!!! 


Two years later, these turkeys are crying that they can't get anywhere near 
thier "investment" out of the guns; they've dropped back to the $250 range! It 


happened despite the fact that future importation of the guns is now illegal. 


Hey You! The guy who just dropped five grand on a KW-1! Are you listening? 


73's, 


Tom "Mr. T." Adams, K9TA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Apr 8 20:47:11 1995 

Date: Sat, 8 Apr 1995 17:59:43 -0500 

Message-Id: <9504082243 .AAQ0985@uvs1.orl.mmc.com> 

From: padgett@tccslr.dnet.mmc.com (A. Padgett Peterson, P.E. Information Security) 
Subject: RE: Re. THE COLLECTABLES TRAP 


Mr. T rites: 


>That situation is a prime example of the statement that "investments" in old 
>whatzits are at the mercy of fad and fashion; these rising sons and daughters 
>have created a small, artificial domestic market for Collins radios, 1957 
>Chevys, art, and Gawd knows what else, that has thrown reality to the four 
>winds. 


Of course what people missed is that the FI '57 Chevvies headed West were 
often "improved" 210's just as many of the tri-power GTOs left the factory 
as LeMans’. 


Will toss out a rule of thumb for discussion: "The point at which the 
craziness starts is when coleectables start bringing more in good used 
condition than they cost new." From what I have seen, BA's are still on 
the downside of this point. 


Restoration - xrealx restoration - is still a labor of love and nota 
bills-paying profession. When people start becoming known and sought out 
for their restoration skills, that is another indicator. 


And for a third, as far as I know, there are no BA shows - where exhibitors 
outnumber vendors - as yet, & a BA is a lot easier to haul around than a 
trailer queen. 


The first indicator is there - books on the subject: Hallicrafters, Collins, 
and Zenith marque books (and I hear that the entire first printing of the 
TransOceanic book has sold out in just three months). Awareness is starting 
to build, but I would not worry until that first point, prices equalling 
what they sold for new, is reached. 


Just some thoughts, 
Warmly, 
Padgett 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Apr 8 22:24:36 1995 
Date: Sat, 8 Apr 1995 19:39:20 -0500 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9504081717 .A24645-0100000@netcom11> 
From: paul Veltman <veltman@netcom. com> 

Subject: Re: Re. THE COLLECTABLES TRAP 


> 
> The recent loss of U.S. Coast Guard CW operations has brought telegraphy to 
> the forefront in the public mind. Key collecting prices have been getting down- 
> right depressing the last few years; at Dayton this year, expect them to go 

> totally insane. 

Wow Tom, 

You just reminded me. I've got a couple of real collectors items for 

sale. They're surplus J-36 keys. With the loss of the coastie CW ops, 

these keys will only increase in value. In fact, one just may have been 

the key used by Jessie James ;-) Just $562 each. Infomercials will follow. 


Seriously, you and Dave are 100% on target on the futility of investing 

in collectibles. Like I tell the kids in my son's scout troop, there's 

only one way to get rich, guaranteed. Beginning when you're 13 years 

old, put 10% of every dollar you get your hands on in savings and invest 

it. By the time you're an Old F___ like me, you'll be rich . . . Guaranteed! 


73 
Paul WA60kKQ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Apr 8 23:58:49 1995 

Date: Sat, 8 Apr 1995 21:06:08 -0500 

Message-Id: <Pine.LNX.3.91.950408195541 .2317A-100000@thelair.zynet.com> 
From: johnb@thelair.zynet.com 

Subject: Re: Re. THE COLLECTABLES TRAP (fwd) 


John M. Brewer wb5o0au 

johnb@thelair.zynet.com 

weer cee ee- Forwarded message ---------- 

Date: Sat, 8 Apr 1995 19:39:20 -0500 
>From: paul Veltman <veltman@netcom. com> 
> 

[snip] 
>Seriously, you and Dave are 100% on target on the futility of investing 
>in collectibles. Like I tell the kids in my son's scout troop, there's 


>Paul WA60kKQ 
Welllllll...... be careful..... 


In 1971 I invested several hundred dollars ( that was a LOT of lawn mowing!) 
in Marvel Comic books. I amassed copies of every one of their comics 


published from 1960-1971. I still have all of them. Look up the value 
of some of the #1 issues... over $10K each.. and they sell! 
Some of them I paid a dime for... 


I agree 100%, that investors tend to ruin every popular hobby... damn shame 
that the best stuff goes to the deep pockets, who in many cases, could 

care less whether their investment was a 57 chevy, a KW1, a Babe Ruth 
rookie card or a old block plane... 


73/john wb5oau 
PS: I ama hopeless collector!! :-) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Apr 8 16:23:46 1995 
Date: Sat, 8 Apr 1995 13:45:56 -0500 

Message-Id: <199504081844.LAA27476@hobbes.UCSC .EDU> 
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes) 

Subject: Somebody was asking about multi-turn dials 


Somebody was asking about a piece of gear that uses the kind of 

ten-turn dials originally designed for ten-turn pots. Well I just looked in 
a Newark catalog that isn't too old (they don't put dates on them) and there 
are all kinds of multi-turn dials by Bourns and Spectrol. But I had to look 
through quite a few pages of Potentioneters, multi-turn before I found them. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Apr 8 14:38:15 1995 

Date: Sat, 8 Apr 1995 11:46:46 -0500 

Message-Id: <950408164259_72227.1640_EHM133-1@CompuServe. COM> 
From: Dave Stinson AB5S/7 <72227.1640@compuserve.com> 
Subject: THE COLLECTABLES TRAP 


I'm still hearing from people who think they're going to pay for their retirement 
(after waiting until they're 50 to start thinking about it) by hording BA radios. 
That's your business, but I'd be doing my friends and fellow BA lovers 

a disservice if I didn't speak out. I pilfered this little gem from a work 

by Oliver Sharp, and thought I'd pass it along. 


Excerpted from: 
CLASSIC INVESTMENT MISTAKES, FALLACIES, AND TRAPS 
by Oliver Sharp 


The Collectible Sucker Trap 
"Ah, the lure of exotic Roman coins! (Or 75A-4s...ed) 


Fondling your gleaming collection, you can see the legions lining up 
and awaiting your command, dreamily envision the fair Cleopatra 


sailing down the Nile on her fabulously appointed ship, and watch the 


crashing thunderbolts of Jovian rage shattering the earth in myth and fable. 


And make money at the same time. What could be better? Well, if you 
really want to grow wealthy, lots of things. Almost anything, in fact. 


There are two huge problems with collectibles (like coins, art, and old 


Superman comic books): Mark-ups are enormous and the things don't generate 


any income, so you are dependent on xfad and fashionx. 


When you buy a stock, you own a chunk of a company that (hopefully) 


makes widgets or sells services or does something else that produces income. 
A collectible just sits there; it often has little or no intrinsic value, so 


it is 


worth exactly what somebody else will pay for it, and the market has a habit 


of becoming fickle and collapsing..... That's a long trip upward before 
you just break even.... " 


The only good reason to collect BAs is a love of them and what they represent. 
If you're facing retirement, seek the help of an investment professional. 

I can recommend a couple of very good ones. While some will make money 

in the short run, the law of "The Greater Fool" is immutable and certain 


(donning asbestos) 
73 DE AB5S/7 Dave Stinson 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Apr 9 01:53:08 1995 
Date: Sat, 8 Apr 1995 22:21:45 -0500 

Message-Id: <950408231250_76760308@aol . com> 

From: KDOHG@aol.com 

Subject: Re: The Collectible Trap? 


I recollect seeing somewhere that demand is the senior partenr in the law of 
supply and demand--- if this is so, then it will be obvious to the BA 
"investors" of today some 15 or 20 years down the road that they should have 
been buying "Barney" lunch pails instead of old ham radio equipment....by the 
way, the tube the House speaker was holding was a newtron, I believe... <BK> 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Apr 8 16:05:36 1995 
Date: Sat, 8 Apr 1995 13:31:50 -0500 

Message-Id: <950408143048_76343546@aol . com> 

From: CarlHeintz@aol.com 

Subject: WTB: R-388 Receiver 


Anyone got one o' dees they want to send to a new home? E-mail me please, or 
call Carl @ 913-681-9875 


